Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional
Sermon:                           “Christ’s Farewell”     

Dedication of Offering      
HOLY COMMUNION  

      *Hymn -                 “Holy, Holy, Holy”                Page 262               

     *Benediction                                                        
                     L: Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”                
                      P: Response: “And also with you.”                                 
                      L: “Go now in peace.”                                


* Postlude 

Worship Service: We welcome you today Holy Trinity Sunday June 4, 2023!  Hand sanitizer and masks are available. Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
GREETERS FOR June 4 and: Sue Faust, Donna Novinger and To be announced. Greeters for June 11 and June 18: Dale Faust, Christine Campbell, and Bonita Heddings.
LAY READERS: June 4 - Sharon Fetterhoff; June 11 - Gerry Wiest; June 18 - Scott Miller. If you cannot read on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.

SUNDAY SCHOOL LEADERS: June 4 & June 11- Ken Bechtel; June 18 & 25 - Ed Dobbin; July 2 & 9 - Sharon Fetterhoff. If you cannot lead on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. Thank you. The Adult Sunday School class is studying “The Chosen” Season One. Please join us.
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers is $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services. 
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                                     June 4, 2023

                           Holy Trinity Sunday
    Rev. Kristine Heckard - Interim Pastor                                                The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032

    Church Office (717-896-3118)  Pastor Cell 717-818-3041

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     or on YouTube Link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWCNvvB8qUyJVry4rUWQFGQ 

If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. Kristine Heckard, Interim Pastor

Organist, Peggy Berra
Video Technician, Seth Guertin

   June 4, 2023 - Worship, 10:15AM - Holy Trinity Sunday
Communion Servers: Sue Faust, Leon Shaffer
     (*Please stand as you are able)


 
Lighting of Candles  
   Prelude       
Announcements                                                                                              
*Call to Worship: (Responsive)                     Marie Herb                   

L:  Come, let us worship and bow down;
P:  let us honor the God who made us;
L:  let us praise the Savior who died for us;
P:  let us thank the Holy Spirit who empowers us.
L: Come, let us worship the Triune God.
      *Hymn -   “Come, Thou Almighty King”            Page 267
*Invocation                                                                                   
*Confession:  (In Unison)
Triune God, You gather, protect, and care for us, your beloved, through Word and Spirit. This you have done from the beginning of the world and will do to the end. Have mercy upon us and forgive us for sinning against you. We have not loved one another as we should. We have not sown the seeds of gospel hope. We have not been present for worship. Restore us, Lord. May we give ourselves willingly and joyfully to be of benefit and blessing to one another, that we may truly share one faith, have one calling, and be of one soul and one mind for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
       *Assurance of Pardon

       The Psalm: 8:1-9 (Responsive)                                  
L: Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!

     You have set your glory in the heavens.

P: Through the praise of children and infants you have established a stronghold against your enemies, to silence the foe and the avenger.
L:  When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have set in place,
P: what is mankind that you are mindful of them, human beings that you care for them?
L: You have made them a little lower than the angels and crowned them with glory and honor.
P: You made them rulers over the works of your hands; you put everything under their feet:

L:  all flocks and herds, and the animals of the wild,

P:  the birds in the sky, and the fish in the sea, all that swim the paths of the seas.

ALL: Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!
  Affirmation of Faith: The Apostles Creed (In Unison)
    I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord;  who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was   crucified,  
 dead, and buried; he descended into Hades;  the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty, from thence he  shall come to judge the quick and the dead.


 I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church; the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.                
   Hymn -          “Open My Eyes, That I May See”       Page   381                                     
Pastoral Prayer with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)             
   Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen
Prayer Response:     “Hear our Prayer, O Lord”           Page 614
Scripture:  Matthew 28:16-20 (Pg. 45 N.T. Pew Bible)   Sharon Fetterhoff     

     Reader:   The Word of God for the People of God.
  Congregation: Thanks be to God!         
     CHURCH CALENDAR
June   4 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults)
               10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online
              Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship; Communion Servers - Sue Faust, Leon Shaffer

June   5 - 7:00PM - Elders Meeting

June   6 - 7:00PM - Deacons Meeting

June 11 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults)
                10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online
Please Note: Mon. June 12 thru Fri. June 16 - Pastor Kris will be on vacation 

June 12 - 7:00PM - Pastoral Search Committee

June 13 - 5:30-7:00PM - Free Community Meal at Valleys

June 18 - Father’s Day - 

                 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults)
                10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online
Pastor’s Vacation: Pastor Kris will be on vacation Monday June 12th thru Friday June 16th. Please call the church office in case of an emergency. Pastor Gail Boyer will cover for Pastor Kris during this time.

FREE COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday June 13th, Eat at church only between 5:30-7:00PM. Menu: Toasted cheese sandwich, Tomato soup, salad, fruit salad, Dessert. Meals will be eat-in at the church. You are welcome to join us in fellowship. Please reserve meals by Thurs. June 8th. Please see the signup sheet in narthex for food donations and helpers.
MEAL FOR ARCHAEOLOGY STUDENTS: Helpers are wanted to help make a meal on Monday June 19 for the Archaeology students at Fort Halifax. Please see Marie Herb after church if you are available to help.
PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE: Our church profile is completed and we are beginning to review candidate profiles. We plan to give more updates as we progress in this process.
PRAYER REQUESTS   *(indicates new or change)
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  
*Danielle Marie & Family; *Mary & Jack Schaeffer & Family, (Donna Novinger’s neighbors); *Randy Byerly, (Home); Barbara & Dennis Croutharmel; Diane Shaffer; Gloria Duttry and Family;  Chris Herb Jr.;  Ed Dobbin; Gail & Charlie Shertzer; Sarah Graff, Gary Miller; Dennis Leitzel; Barbara Lauver;  Neva Cichy;  Marissa Faust; Mary Cooke; Carol Cooper; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Aliyia Shoop; Lori Graeff;  Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Henry Hassinger; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm; Jerry Valentine; Janeal Yerger; Peyton Simmers; Justin Hoffman; Glen Hale; Betty Feger; Esther Rudy; Evelyn/Ron Kolva; Bob Pottiger; Sara Herb; Ann Kopp; Jake/Sandy Hale; Greg Gelnett;  Frank Kitchen; Kenny Minnich; Erin Santigo; Dustin Ramberger; Stanley Moose; Pat Scheidler; Tracey Knauss; Josephine Stoneroad; Nancy McElrath;  Bonnie Bechtel; Tom Little;  Dawne Wilks; Don Markel; Randy & Emma Byerly; Elwood Shaffer, (Neva Cichy’s father); Mike & Bonnie Lidle; Kelly Richter; John Lazor, (Gail Shertzer’s brother-in-law); Kelly Shutt; Sarah Stromberg, (Carol Knight’s friend); Sue Hine, (Ann Hale’s friend); Sandra Kittle, (Carol Miller’s friend); Chad Kitchen; Marilyn Shertzer, (Charlie Shertzer’s sister-in-law, had surgery); Will Porter, (Hannah Gonder’s boyfriend);
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Arletta Thomas
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving all around the world.

Please inform the Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name that we can contact for updates or call the church office. 

In order to keep our prayer list accurate, please give the church office updates on people you place on prayer list or if you know of someone whose prayer need has changed. Thank you.
       2023 “Free” Back-to-School Yard Sale 
   We are beginning to collect donations for the Back-to-School Yard Sale. It may seem early but lots of donations are needed. Last year we helped a total of 151 students, with 17 families returning to shop after the yard sale and we took 55 students shopping for “First Day Fresh Impressions” program.
Yard Sale is When:     

          Friday August 4th (10:00AM to 7:00PM) 
            Saturday Aug. 5th (10:00AM to 2:00PM) 
 Where:

           At the The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

            3682 Peters Mountain Rd. Halifax, PA 17032
      Donations of CLEAN, GENTLY USED OR NEW CLOTHING (NO torn or stained clothing please!!) for ages Kindergarten thru 12th grade, 
      School supplies - book bags, crayons, colored pencils, mechanical pencils, cap erasers (to fit on pencils), rulers, vinyl protractor (no compass), are being accepted.  
      Deadline for donations is Sunday, July 30th. 


Donation boxes are at Valleys ECC and Halifax Area High School, Middle School and Elementary School offices. 
      Helpers are needed to setup tables and sort clothing from July 12th to August 3rd. (Anyone who wishes to help presort clothing before July 11th is welcome to help, call church office.) 

     Helpers are also needed during the Back-to-School Yard Sale on Aug. 4th and 5th.   (2 or 3 hour shifts) 
    Clothing racks are also needed.  Please call the church office if you have a rack to lend for the yard sale. (We will need them from July 11th until after the yard sale.)
     We are also accepting monetary donations. Please mark any monetary donations “Back-to-School Program” or you may sponsor a child ($50 donation) for “First Day Fresh Impressions”. 
 If you are interested in helping, please see Ed Dobbin or call the church office, 717-896-3118.
                  Congratulation 2023 Graduates!
Michael Berra - Son of Joshua and Jaime Berra (Grandparents - Ed & Peggy Berra, Gail and the late Michael Bower) graduated from Halifax Area High School on June 2nd.
Kelsey Dobbin - Daughter of Jeremy and Jenn Dobbin (Grandparents - Ed & Pat Dobbin, Jerry & Sue Miller, Melinda Warfel) graduated from Halifax Area High School on June 2nd. She plans to attend Penn State University. 
     Rylee Zerby - Daughter of Jessica Bryson (Grandparents - Rachael and the late Pete Bryson, Dave & Deb Zerby) graduates from Halifax Area High School on June 2nd. 
   We congratulate all 2023 graduates and wish them success in their future endeavors!

______________________________________________________
ZUMBA meets Mondays 6:00-7:00PM in the social hall thru June.

GIRL SCOUT TROOP MEETINGS:
Troops 11570 and 10728 meet 1st & 3rd Sundays t 6:00-7:30PM

Troop 11302 meets 1st & 3rd Sundays 4:30-6:00PM

Troop 11301 meets 2nd Thursday each month 6:00-7:30PM   

                                    Focusing on the Trinity

 Christians are monotheists, meaning we believe in only one God. Yet we talk about the doctrine of the Trinity. In the church year, the Sunday after Pentecost is known as Trinity Sunday. It’s a day for focusing on what theologians call the Triune God — the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.

 Someone said about the concept of the Trinity, “You will lose your soul if you don’t believe it, and you will lose your mind if you try to explain it.”

 The bottom line is this: God (one Person) has been revealed to mankind in three ways. He is our Creator, who then came to Earth as our Savior (in the person of Jesus) and is eternally present with us as the Holy Spirit.

 Today on Trinity Sunday, we praise our Triune God for meeting all our needs.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
Weekly Devotional for June 4, 2023

Invocation:

O Lord God, hear our praises today and give us a sense of awe in your holy presence.  Fill us now with your Spirit and open our ears to hear and receive your Word.  This we pray in the name of the name of Jesus our Savior.  Amen.

Scripture:  Psalm 8:1-9 (Responsive), Matthew 28:16-20

Sermon:



“Christ’s Farewell”
As we raise children and grandchildren everyone is interested in hearing what a baby’s first words will be. If you are the father you hope their first word will be daddy. If you’re a mom you hope their first word will be mommy.  When my children were growing up they each had a baby book where I kept a record of the first things they said.  Those first words are so cute.  It’s a part of their growth and development.

From birth until the time we die we have a whole life of experiences.  And while those first words are cute, the last words we speak carry with them wisdom and often leave a lasting impression upon our lives.  This week I looked at a website that listed the last words of some very famous people.

• It is recorded that the last words spoken by Thomas Edison were, “it is very beautiful out there.”

• Musician Bob Marley’s last words were “money can’t buy life.”

• James Brown, the singer, his last words were “I’m going away tonight.”

• Beethoven, who was deaf, his last words were “I will hear in heaven.”

Have you ever spoken with someone knowing it was the last time you would see them and your last opportunity to speak with them?  When we knowingly have a “final” conversation, it’s usually when someone dies.  They’re not easy to have, but they can be so empowering.  We often times relive the words and details over and over in our minds, and that usually brings comfort.  In today’s scripture, Christ is having his final conversation with his disciples.  The difference is that he has conquered death through his resurrection, so the tone of the conversation is not one of sadness or grief, but rather one of comfort, encouragement, commission, and vision.

Today we read the words recorded for us in Matthew’s Gospel as a reminder of what the resurrected Lord has promised to do, and what he has called us to do.

Christ’s final words send three messages.  

1.  First, he assures us of his power.  “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  “In other words, we know about Jesus’ miracles – his ability to heal, provide food, and command the winds and the seas.  He has also conquered death, but he still reminds us, “All authority in heaven and earth has been given to me.”

The opening of John’s gospel reminds us of this same thing:  “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was with God in the beginning.  Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.  In him was life, and that life was the light of men.”

He is the resurrected Lord, he is God, and all authority and all power are His.  This had to have been powerful enough, but they are now hearing that the one with whom they’ve spent the past three years, the one by whom they’ve been taught, and the one from whom they’ve heard so many stories, does indeed have supreme authority in heaven and on earth.

There is a story told about the governor of Massachusetts in the 50’s when he was running for a second term in office.  One day, after a busy morning chasing votes with no lunch he arrived at a church barbeque.  It was late afternoon and he was starving.  As he moved down the serving line, he held out his plate to the woman serving chicken.  She put a piece on his plate and turned to the next person in line.  The Governor said, “Excuse me, do you mind if I have another piece of chicken?”  The woman told him.  “I am sorry, but I’m supposed to give one piece of chicken to each person.”  “But I’m starved,” the governor said.  “Sorry,” the woman said again, “Only one to a customer.”

The governor decided that this time he would throw a little weight around.  “Do you know who I am?” he said.  “I am the governor of this state.”  “Do you know who I am?” the woman said.  “I’m the lady in charge of the chicken.  So move along, mister.”  The ladies in the kitchen know where their authority lies.  This woman had authority when it came to the chicken, but Christ is the one who has the ultimate authority.  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word is. . . Jesus Christ.  He assured the disciples, and he assures us of his power, because all authority and power has been given to him.
2.  The second message is the commission.  This particular passage is referred to as the Great Commission, because it is here that Jesus commissions the disciples, giving them their marching orders for ministry, and in doing so, he spells out the mission of the church:  make disciples, baptize them, and teach them about me.

Some folks ask the question, “Why baptism?”  We often answer, “Jesus was baptized, and he told us to be baptized,” which is true, but I think Paul Harvey, in describing his own baptism in Guidepost, explains it well.

He said that even though he had received almost every reward for his broadcasting powers and ability, he still felt empty inside.  It seems that one summer he and his wife were vacationing in a place called Cave Creek.  Sunday morning came and they decided to go to church.  They went to the little church and there were only 12 other people present, but there was a good spirit, and for some reason he began thinking about John 3:16, “For God so loved the world that he gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”  He said, “I liked that ‘everlasting life’ part, and I believed in Jesus, but I had never gone forward in a church service.  I remembered one night praying in my hotel room and asking Jesus to come into my heart, but I felt that there was still something that was missing.”

He said that the preacher got up and announced that his sermon was going to be about baptism.  Paul Harvey said, “I yawned.  But as he started talking about it I found myself interested.”  He talked about the symbolism behind it, and how it symbolized the complete surrender of one’s life to Jesus Christ, and now there was nothing really magic in the water.  But there was this cleansing inside that takes place when you yielded yourself to Jesus.”

He went on to say, “Finally, when he came to the end of his sermon he said, “If any of you have not been baptized in this way, I invite you to come forward and join me here at the pulpit.”  Paul Harvey said, “To my surprise, I found myself going forward.  The preacher had said there was nothing magic in the water.  Yet as I descended into the depths and rose again he knew something life changing had happened – a cleansing inside and out.  No longer did there seem to be two uncertain contradictory Paul Harvey’s, just one immensely happy one.  He felt the fulfilling surge of the Holy Spirit in his life.  The change this simple act made in my life is so immense as to be indescribable.  Since totally yielding to Him in baptism, my heart can’t stop singing.  

Baptism is about surrender and cleansing.

Christ said to make disciples and teach them about me.  Becoming a disciple and obeying Christ is more than acknowledging His existence,  it’s more than knowing who He is, and it’s more than understanding.  Being a disciple means believing it and living it.  Christ has laid a heavy responsibility on the Church, which means he’s laid a heavy responsibility on us.  It is our responsibility to reach out to nonbelievers and develop them, along with existing believers, into committed followers of Christ.  Those are the instructions.

Baptism and discipleship, combined with love and mercy, are the responsibilities of the church.  That’s what God has called us to do.  

Christ’s final message was a promise that he would always be with them.  Christ promised to never forsake them, to be with them always, even to the end of the age.  Christ’s final words:  “I am all-powerful, go baptize and make disciples, and remember, I am with you always until the end of the age.”  The disciples believed Him.  Do you believe Him?  Know that Christ is with us empowering us as we carry out His command to baptize and make disciples.  Amen.

Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer:

Almighty God, source of all life and love, we give You thanks and praise that we are not alone, that we live in the world You have made, and that You are always creating and sustaining the world by the power of Your Word.  We give you thanks that You have so made us that we can know You and love You, trust You and service You.  We give You thanks that You love the world so much that You gave Your Son so that everyone who has faith in him will not die but have eternal life.

Lord Let us know that You are here with us today and always with us.  Bring us comfort in feeling Your presence with us.

Today, Lord, we pray that You will bring healing to our fragmented lives so that we may be whole.  You know the many conflicting ways we feel and act and we need You to be the organizing, centering power to bring harmony and wholeness into our lives.  Take our hand Lord and lead us on.

We thank You God for answered prayers – for lives restored.  And for prayers unanswered we continue to pray, for we know in Your time and in Your way You will answer those prayers.  We continue to pray for those who are over burdened, the bereaved, the oppressed, and the lonely the sick.  Be with those who are in need of Your healing grace for bodies or for minds.  We pray especially for _______________________________.  

Hear these our prayers, O Lord for we make them in the name and for the sake of Jesus who taught us to pray . . . “Our Father . . .  Amen.”
Benediction:

And now may the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  Amen.
